Day 2: Tuesday

$2 a Day

40% of the World’s population lives at an income of $2/day or less.  That means 2.6 Billion people have to stretch their daily expenses between a measly $2. Also, 880 Million of those people live on less than $1/Day.  This is extreme, or as Bono puts it, “Stupid” poverty.  Since 40% of the World lives on less than $2 a day, today we will join them.  Do you need Gas?  You might want to call a friend.  Do you get thirsty at lunch? Maybe $1.25 for a coke is put into a little bit of a different perspective now.  Let the truth of this statistic invade your reality today.  Put it into perspective whenever you cannot purchase something.  Let this break your heart, and begin to let it be healed by your heavenly Father.  Let your thinking become transformed about how you spend.

--Pray that you become less of a “consumer” and more of a builder of the Kingdom of God.

--Brainstorm about ways in which you can spend less and give more

Acts 2

37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers,£ what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds£ to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home£ and ate their food with glad and generous£ hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

 

· How did the first church act?  What where characteristics that shaped the early church?

· How did these characteristics affect their daily lives and the lives of those around them?

 -Pray that each characteristic of the early church would be renewed in your community at InterVarsity.
Memory Verse Acts 2: 44-47

 Optional Replacement exercise

AC/Heat

Climate control is a very expensive luxury in Florida.  We like to be cool and free of uncomfortable sweat.  Many of us cannot even sleep at night without the conditions being just perfect.  How spoiled have we become?  I promise you, those 2.8 billion people who live on $2/day don’t even dream about sleeping with the AC or Heater on.  They are way too busy being concerned with pulling in enough to survive and wondering how they are going to afford food.  Today, let us step back from our rights and entitlements to climate control.  Whenever possible, free yourself from the unreality that is your thermostat.  Turn it off and let the elements invade your living space.  As you begin to sweat or get cold, remember the people who have to deal with imperfect temperatures every day of their lives (and I some cases—life threatening temperatures).  With the poor in your mind


--pray to God that he protects his children from the elements

--make a commitment to use AC/Heat only when necessary and give your extra money to a local church or charitable organization.
Day 9: Tuesday
Simple Food

Tens of thousands of people die every day from preventable hunger.  Millions of others suffer from malnutrition.  Despite a surplus of food in the world, a staggering number of people are not being adequately fed.  Many people eat the same food each day in order to get enough energy.  Today, decide to eat a simple food: rice, bread, beans…Do not add chicken or gravy or anything else to your meals.  Sodas, juices, bottled water and similar products are also luxuries, cut them out. Eat simple.  Simply eat and remember those who died from hunger. 

Are you humbled by the knowledge that millions die from not eating the food you have almost unlimited access to?
How does your self-entitlement rise to the surface as you try to eat simple today?

Luke 10:25-37

25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii (days wage), gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 

36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

-Describe the different characters in the passage? What are their motives? 
-How do you think Jesus’ answer surprised the lawyer?

-How is the “neighbor question” vs29 flipped on its head in vs36? What is Jesus calling us to do?
Memory Verse Luke 10:27

27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”
