Voices


Matthew 13

24He [Jesus] put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” (Verses 31-35)
36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

Encounter:

Read over the passage Matthew 13:24-30;36-43.  Compare the actions of the different players in the parable and talk about possible motives for each.

Discern:

Who is the “Son of Man”?  
What does it look like to have good & evil grow up together in our world?

What motivates the Master to not gather from the fields immediately?

How does this passage give us insight into why Jesus allows evil to continue on the earth?

What do you make of the harvest/end of the age description?

How does it make you feel to know that God’s Grace & Forgiveness will not be offered forever?

Respond:

Which seed are you?  Are you ready to become a child of God?

As evil grows in the world how will you continue to grow in righteousness?

With evil living alongside us, believers in Jesus need to continue to grow and fight for the soil of the evil weeds.  How will you struggle against evil?

Suggestions:

1. Fast and Pray.  Wear bracelet to remind you.

2. Sponsor a child www.worldvision.org 

3. Help at Demonstration stations on campus
4. Attend Common Ground with the Voiceless:  
5. Read Good News about Injustice

Points to make:
· Daniel 7:13 states Son of Man to be a Messianic figure who is given authority and dominion by God to rule and judge.

· Jesus is the Son of Man, he has the power and authority to judge

· Loves drives Jesus to hold off judgment until every good thing has matured…namely his people.
· Love motivates Jesus to hold judgment…he wants people to be saved from judgment.

· One day Jesus will harvest, removing grace & forgiveness from his offer, leaving only death.
· As God’s people mature they take the space of the weeds, so we can never give up fighting evil…in fact our maturation and seeking justice affect the same growth.
Basic Justice Theology

Inevitably when people begin to learn about the injustice perpetuated by the world they begin to question God’s goodness and love, thus making it a critical issue to wrestle with.  God does love us.  He loves the whole world; despite the open rebellion against him he offers forgiveness through faith in the work of Jesus on the cross & his resurrection from the dead. It is because of his love Jesus holds off his judgment so all that will be saved are, in other words his church or body matures fully and is ready for “harvest”. This waiting period doesn’t ignore the need of those who are being oppressed by evil, as the maturation of believers is tied directly to the pursuit of justice on earth.  Disciples of Jesus are commanded to both love God and others, looking to numerous biblical passages about caring for the marginalized to guide them. It is a tale of two kingdoms where one exists the other can not so until harvest both kingdoms struggle to overcome the other.  Believer’s maturation is an attack on evil and an attack on evil is maturation for the believer.  Jesus does come to bring final judgment where Grace & Forgiveness will be removed from God’s offer to the world and evil will be judged and destroyed, but until then let God’s people continue to mature and struggle against the growth of evil in this world.
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