Voices


Matthew 25

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Matthew 25 Guide

Encounter:  spend time exploring the passage
Read over the passage Matthew 25:31-46.  Compare and contrast the actions of the different groups and the reaction of the “Son of Man” for each. 

Discern:   spend time dealing with whichever questions your heart is asking
Who is the “Son of Man”?
Why does he give such favor to the sheep?

Why does he give such punishment to the goats?

How is the way the goats treat people similar to how we treat people?

What surprises you about this passage?
Why does the excuse of the goats not work with the judge?

What are the implications of verse 40? (Jesus identifies himself with the margins)
Respond:   spend time responding to Jesus
What is your attitude to these people groups mentioned by Jesus? (the hungry, thirsty, stranger/lonely, naked, imprisoned…the margins of society) 
How does this teaching of Jesus help you see him in a different light and how does that help you follow him?
Where are the margins today? In your class? InterVarsity? Your city?
How will you go to the margins and meet Jesus this week?

Suggestions for the margins:

1. Sponsor a child www.worldvision.org 
2. Become a follower of Jesus and follow him to the margins of the world
Points to make:   many of these points will help your understanding of the passage
· This passage is at the end of Jesus’ teachings on “do what the master told you to do”.  

· Jesus is the Son of Man, he comes with power and authority to judge

· The people identified are the forgotten, voiceless, powerless & oppressed margins
· Jesus identifies himself as the marginalized (outcasts)
· Jesus separates and rewards based on our treatment of him

· Jesus cares about those who are forgotten, pushed aside and stripped of their voice.

· Jesus wants us to care about the forgotten voiceless people of this world. To give them their humanity back.

· If you want to hang with Jesus you have to hang in the margins with the voiceless 

Basic Justice Theology
Typically when a person looses the ability to sustain themselves they are pushed to the margins of our society…forgotten, a blight on our peaceful existence, better to ignore than to love.  In doing so every society dehumanizes the marginalized, treating them less than human, justifying our treatment (or lack thereof) towards them.  You know how it feels to see a homeless man beg on the side of the road. Typically they are ignored.  You know many people hear about the atrocities throughout the world and think “they did it to themselves”, not realizing most humans would be in a “gutter” if someone didn’t help them out.  WE justify by not looking, therefore treating our brothers and sisters like they don’t exist. 
Jesus forever gives dignity to the marginalized, identifying himself with them…they are more than human they are children of God.  
Significantly, Jesus did this same act as he incarnated into the margins of Heaven when he was born a man in the midst of a sinful, fallen world. We are all outcasts separated from God, but God didn’t ignore us, he sent Jesus to give us true life (eternal life).  Jesus has always gone to and dwelled in the margins...to earth, becoming a poor human so that true humanity might be brought back to the earth.
SPIRIT…HOPE…ACTION…VOICE…for the voiceless


