Voices

Matthew 8

1When Jesus had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed him; 2and there was a leper who came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you choose, you can make me clean.” 3He stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I do choose. Be made clean!” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4Then Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
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Encounter:

Read over the passage Matthew 8:1-4. Take time to explore the perspectives and internal thoughts of Jesus, the leper, the crowds.
Discern:

Knowing the consequences of touching a leper why does Jesus do it?
What do you think went through the leper’s mind/heart?
The guy’s already healed, beyond just obeying the law why bring ‘offering a gift and Moses’ into the scene?  

Respond:

In what ways do you need Jesus to touch the untouchable places in your life?

Who are the lepers, the forgotten or untouchable, of our society? How does the passage ask you to now respond to them?

How does this passage give us insight in how to restore the marginalized?
As we seek to “touch” the marginalized, have you been touched by Jesus?

Suggestions for the margins:

1. Fast and Pray for Justice.  Wear bracelet to remind you.

2. Sponsor a child www.worldvision.org 

3. Help at Demonstration stations on campus (Mon-Thur 11-1pm MLK plaza)

4. Attend Common Ground with the Voiceless:  a night of EDUCATED, SPIRIT ENGAGED ACTION.  
Points to make:
· Lepers were removed from society to decrease mass infection, but similarly they are removed from public worship, not able to go to synagogue or temple. So every leper was marginalized socially & religiously. 
· Many of us feel “distant or removed” from God…similar to the leper.

· It is way not cool to touch a leper in Jesus day.  It has both religiously and socially negative consequences, including Jesus being removed from teaching publicly. 

· Love pushes Jesus past social norms to the margins to touch the untouchable, thus restoring them socially then religiously through the “offerings”.
· Jesus doesn’t ask how leper was infected…he just restored him.

Basic Justice Theology

Typically when a person looses the ability to sustain themselves (sickness, injury, addiction) they are pushed to the margins of our society…forgotten, a blight on our peaceful existence, better to ignore than to love.  In doing so every society dehumanizes the marginalized, treating them less than human, justifying our treatment (or lack thereof) towards them.  You know how it feels to see a homeless man beg on the side of the road. Typically they are ignored.  You know many people hear about the atrocities throughout the world and think “they did it to themselves”, not realizing most humans would be in a “gutter” if someone didn’t help them out.  WE justify by not looking, therefore treating our brothers and sisters like they don’t exist. 

Jesus forever gives dignity to the marginalized, identifying himself with them…they are more than human they are children of God.  

Significantly, Jesus did this same act as he incarnated into the margins of Heaven when he was born a man in the midst of a sinful, fallen world. We are all outcasts separated from God, but God didn’t ignore us, he sent Jesus to give us true life (eternal life).  Jesus has always gone to and dwelled in the margins...to earth, becoming a poor human so that true humanity might be brought back to the earth.
SPIRIT…HOPE…ACTION…VOICE…for the voiceless

